[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Improve your Russian dramatically: Russian through drama for any level 
Драма по-русски: изучаем русский язык через театральные постановки

Course Syllabus: Russian Language for any level (Elementary,Intermediate, Advanced)
Location: Moscow, Russia (Higher School of Economics, Moscow, Campus at Staraya Basmannaya 21/4)
Academic Hours / Semester: 6 ECT, Spring semester, twice a week, 8 hours per week.
216 hours in total, including 144 contact hours of in-class activities and 72 hours of homework. 
Group Size: 10 – 25 students 
Instructors: Anna Leonteva, Ekaterina Schnittke

Summary 
Acting skills and the art of drama require a lot of work with language, conversations, and memory. In this course, multiple traditional language exercises are structured around staging a play based on Russian folk tales, with humor and a modern twist added. Students will not only improve  their proficiency in the Russian language, but also learn about Russian mentality  and culture. The course will culminate in a theatrical production in Russian, each student takes part in a way appropriate to their Russian level.

Requirements 
· No prerequisites, any level, any capacity. If you like to act, we’ll find you a part. Scared of performing?  No worries, we’ll find you another job. We are also waiting for the artists, dancers, designers, sound and lighting specialists, assistants and communication managers.  No matter what you do, your Russian will improve dramatically through preparation activities, instructions, rehearsals and team work, guaranteed. 
· Study credits are optional. You may include them in your study plan or participate in the course without official credits. It’s up to you!
· Since the success of the performance depends on the contribution of each participant, attendance is mandatory in all classes and the performance.
· The decision on whether this course is suitable for you must be made after the first lesson.
· Once you decide to take this course,  you will be asked to  sign a commitment agreement.

Classroom activities 
Classroom interaction is an authentic theater rehearsal and is organized in small groups, formed each time anew depending on the specific objectives of the production, on the one hand, and the specific needs of each student in mastering Russian, on the other.  Classroom activities will include 
· Working with the text of the play
·  Reading, understanding, acting out 
· Acting exercises
· Warm-up, skits, improvisation, voice development, etc
· Set, costume, and playbill design and preparation
· Students’ and instructors’ interactive presentations on topics related to better understanding of the play.  The language and the length of a presentation will depend on the Russian proficiency level of the presenter.  

Homework and activities outside the classroom
· Listening to the recording of the play 
· Lines memorization
· Other production-related activities

Grading
· Knowing the lines  30 %
· Active class participation     30%
· Participation in the final production 40%

